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UK JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL VISIT TO THE JERUSALEM FILM FESTIVAL 

10th – 17th July, 2014 

 

 

 

This itinerary has been especially prepared for supporters of the UK Jewish Film 
Festival wishing to participate in the Jerusalem Film Festival 2014. 

 

 
The itinerary includes exclusive meetings with leading members of the Israeli 

film industry, and unique touring opportunities. 
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Thursday 10th July: Arrival & Film Festival Opening 

Welcome and transfer from Ben Gurion airport to Jerusalem.  Check into your home for the 

next week, the David Citadel Hotel.  This is a classically luxurious hotel, decked in pale 

marble and stone, reflecting the ancient city of Jerusalem.  The hotel is designed in the 

shape of an amphitheatre, curving around the impressive view of the Old City, ensuring it is 

always centre stage.  The hotel also features beautiful gardens and outdoor pool and is just 

a few minutes’ walk from the Old City of Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

Evening: This evening we will attend the opening night of the Jerusalem Film Festival, 

traditionally held with an outdoor screening in the cool summer evening air of the Sultan’s 

Pool.   
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Friday 11th July 

Day Trip:  The Judean Desert 

This is a day of adventure and discovery in the Judean desert bordering Jerusalem.  We will 

visit ancient sites of Jewish, Christian and Muslim interest.   Travelling through the desert by 

jeep, we will focus on the following sites set within the breath-taking scenery of the Judean 

Desert: 

Herodium   

Herod was the great builder of the land of Israel in the time of antiquity, and Herodium was 

his self-designated crown jewel and final resting place.  Herodium comprised a palace, a 

fortress and a lower city, all sustained by a series of huge water cisterns which now form an 

underground maze for the inquiring visitor. 

 

Mar Saba Monastery 

We will continue for a stunning overview of Mar Saba, the largest monastery in the Judean 

desert, hanging on the Southern cliffs of the Kidron Creek.  Built by Saint Sabas (or Mar 

Saba in Arabic) in the 5th Century CE, the monastery started as a place of seclusion for 

Sabas and a few of his followers.  Over the years the monastery attracted an influx of 

members, expanded and was fortified. 
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Lunch in an Ancient Water Cistern 

An extraordinary (and cool!) location for a lunch to remember. 

Nebi Musa 

            

                                                              

 

Return to Jerusalem in time to prepare for Shabbat.  Shabbat dinner banquet together at 

the David Citadel Hotel. 

 

This is an ancient Muslim Holy site, 

dedicated to the Prophet Moses 

(Nebi Musa in Arabic), constructed 

in the year 1270 by the Mumlake 

Sultan Baybars.  According to 

Muslim tradition, this is where 

Moses is buried.  The location of 

the site may have also been chosen 

for military reasons as it lies on the 

road between Jerusalem and 

Jericho.   
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Shabbat 12th July 

This is a free day to enjoy at your leisure. 

Sunday 13th July 

Around Jerusalem: Film School Visit & Wine 

Morning:  This morning we have an exclusive meeting with one of the founding Fathers of 

the modern Israeli film industry.  We will meet Rene Schorr at the Sam Spiegel Film and 

Television School which, naturally enough, he founded.  As a director, Schorr lays claim to 

Late Summer Blues (1987), winner of three Silver Menorah awards and further prizes at the 

Israel Film Festivals in New York and Los Angeles, and The Loners (2009), nominated for 11 

Israeli Academy Awards.  In 1978 Schorr founded the Israel Film Fund, highly significant in 

shifting support for Israeli cinema from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to the 

Ministry of Education and Culture, achieving recognition of the primarily cultural value of 

film.  In 1989, Schorr founded the Jerusalem Film School, now the Sam Spiegel Film and 

Television School, and remains its director to this day.  The school is recognised as a leading 

film school globally, and has won over 290 international prizes. 

We will have the privilege of hearing from Renen Schorr about his personal experiences in 

Israeli cinema, and how the film school has created a renaissance in Israel’s film industry.  

We will also view the first feature length film produced by the school. 
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Lunch:  The area surrounding 
Jerusalem is blessed with land ideal for 
the cultivation of vineyards.  The Bible 
is replete with references to wine and 
today Israelis are returning to this 
biblical tradition, in some cases with 
stunning success.  Lunch will be served 
at one of the most attractive and highly 
regarded wineries in the area.  We will 
also meet the family owner of the 
winery for a guided tour and wine 
tasting. 
 

 
 

   

After lunch and an exploration of the winery we will return to the hotel.  On our way back, 

we will hear about the nearby Burma Road.  The road was built by the Israelis in 1948 in 

order to break the Jordanian siege which threatened Jerusalem during the War of 

Independence.   

Evening:  Tickets to the Film Festival are included in the programme. 

 

Monday 14th July 

Day Trip:  The Jordan Valley 

Today we drive directly North from Jerusalem, through the Jordan River Valley to the 

ancient city of Beth Sh’ean.  It is no surprise that Beth She’an has been desired and 

inhabited for millennia.  The land is fertile, the Tel provides natural protection, and it lies on 

the ancient trade route between the Assyrian and Egyptian empires.  No wonder the sages 

wrote, "If the Garden of Eden is in the land of Israel, then its gate is Beth She’an". 

It was upon the walls of Beth She’ean that the Philistines hanged the bodies of King Saul 

and Jonathan after their defeat at Mount Gilboa.  The New Testament also records that 

Jesus gathered disciples from Decapolis (or Sythopolis), as the City was known in Roman 

times, and healed the sick here. 

Today Beth She’an is the finest example of Roman city remains in Israel, and is well worth 

exploring with our expert guide.  
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Our day will progress from ancient cities to modern agriculture as we head to a nearby 

Kibbutz which is is a world leader in the field of organic agricultural technology.  The kibbutz 

was founded pre 1948 by German pioneers who were amongst the earliest proponents of 

religious Zionism.  Today the Kibbutz still stands upon the dual legs of Torah v’Avodah 

(torah and work). 

                                                                                                                                                    

Evening:  Tickets to the Film Festival are included in the programme. 

 

Tuesday 15th July 

Around Jerusalem: Yad Vashem Film & Specialist Tour 

Morning:  This morning we have an exclusive meeting and tour with Noemi Schory, the 

individual responsible for all film exhibits in the new historical museum at Yad Vashem.   

Our tour of the Kibbutz will cover 

both early Kibbutz history and 

today’s innovative approach to 

growing organic food, focusing in 

particular on cleverly cultivated birds 

and bugs! 

After the tour we will enjoy a 

vegetarian lunch featuring kibbutz 

grown organic produce. 

We will then return to Jerusalem. 
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These film exhibits number over 100, and are integral to the museum’s sophisticated 

portrayal of the horrors leading up to and culminating in the holocaust.   

Working alongside historians and 
curators, and interviewing over 80 
survivors, Noemi Schory was content 
editor, producer and co-director of 
these films.  She has also recently 
produced films for the Jewish block at 
Auschwitz.    
 
This is a rare opportunity to learn 
about this unique and significant 
project.  Noemi will talk to us about 
her personal experiences and 
challenges, and will lead us through 
her choice of film exhibits in the 
museum.    
 
 
 

 

Lunch: we will eat lunch at the Yad Vashem cafe. 

 
Afternoon:  This afternoon we will enjoy a 
fascinating guided tour of the Herodian 
Mansions, one of Jerusalem’s most 
important, yet lesser known, archaeological 
sites.  We will witness first-hand the extreme 
lavishness of the lives of wealthy Jews, and 
particularly the priestly caste, immediately 
prior to the destruction of the Second 
Temple. 

 
Our final touring destination for today is the fascinating tenth century Old City Kararite 

synagogue, where we will also meet the community leader.  The Karaite are a Jewish sect 

who separated from Rabbinical Judaism in 8th century Babylon. They do not accept the Oral 

Law of the Mishna and Talmud, relying only on the plain meaning of the written Bible for all 

rulings. The first Karaites came to Jerusalem at the beginning of the tenth century, to live in 

the city and mourn its destruction. 

http://www.pomegranate-travel.com/


                                                                 
  

 
www.pomegranate-travel.com +972 54210 7652 info@pomegranate-travel.com 
 
 

 

Evening:  Tickets to the Film Festival are included in the programme. 

 

Wednesday 16th July 

Around Jerusalem:  Specialist Tour 

Day tour:  Today we will enjoy a specialist tour about legal issues pertaining to Jerusalem, 

from status quo agreements governing Jerusalem’s holy sites, to the status of Jerusalem 

under international law.  The tour is led by a lawyer, expert in the legal complexities 

associated with Jerusalem.    In the morning we will analyse the age old fight for Jerusalem 

and its Holy Places, covering the numerous disputes between and within religions groups for 

control of Jerusalem’s most venerated places.  This first part of the tour will particularly 

focus on two well-known sites: the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Kotel, providing a 

completely new perspective. 

  
 

Lunch:  we will eat in a hidden gem of a local eatery in Jerusalem’s Old City. 

After lunch we will focus on geopolitics and Jerusalem’s status according to International 

Law.  We will learn about Jerusalem’s varying boundaries over the last 100 years and their 

implications, and ask what the "internationalisation" of Jerusalem means, and who benefits 

from such a concept?   

 

Evening: for our final night in Jerusalem we enjoy cocktails and a delicious meal at a 

beautiful outdoor restaurant overlooking the verdant countryside around Jerusalem.   
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We will be joined by the eminent film director Avi Nesher who has spear headed Israeli 

cinema’s rise to prominence over the last ten years, and is constantly singled out as one of 

Israel’s greatest film makers, winning the Extraordinary Achievement Award at the 2008 

Jeruslaem Film Festival.  His latest film, The Wonders, received critical acclaim.   

 

Thursday 17th July 

Return to UK/ Optional Extensions 

After breakfast, we have time at leisure before transferring to the airport. 

Alternatively, you may decide to extend you trip in Israel.  Please see options below. 
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Cost and Terms 

The cost of this itinerary is £2499 per person based on two people sharing.  Please inquire 

for single supplement. 

This is a complex itinerary and is subject to changes. 

This price is based on group rates and requires a minimum of 20 participants.  The 

maximum size of the group is 32 people. 

The price includes: 

7 night’s accommodation on bed and breakfast basis, at the 5 star David Citadel hotel  

7 additional meals 

Expert guiding and meetings as stated in the itinerary 

All transfers 

All entrance tickets 

Tickets to the opening night of the Jerusalem Film Festival and four additional nights of the festival 

The price excludes: 

International flights 

Meals other than those specifically stated, telephone charges, laundry, personal items. 

Gratuities 

Travel insurance 

Any surcharge levied on payment by Credit Cards 

Any changes you may choose to make before or during your holiday 

Extras and upgrades 

 

Please refer to separately attached terms to see the full conditions of your booking. 
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Optional Extras 

Room Upgrades 

Please inquire about upgrading your room category at the David Citadel Hotel. 

Helicopter Flights 

Pomegranate Travel can arrange helicopter rides for stunning views of the Old City of 

Jerusalem and a different understanding of the border between Israel and the West Bank.  

Our pilot is a retired IDF General, former head of the Helicopter Division of the IAF, with 

13,000 flying hours under his belt.  Flights start from £260 per person. 

Extensions 

Pomegranate Travel can provide fully tailored extensions.  Here are a couple of ideas: 

Be pampered at the fabulous new Cramim hotel.  This is a spa hotel with a difference – out 

with the carrot juice and in with the wine!  

                                                            

 

 

Rooms are generously sized and tastefully decorated to form a clean, modern, yet warm 

environment, with bathrooms featuring free-standing baths - altogether creating a most 

inviting setting in which to spend the night. 

Set in the wine country 

of the Jerusalem hills, 

Cramim is predicated 

upon two tenets of 

sensual indulgence: 

wine and 

massage.  This is not to 

belittle the roles played 

by scrumptious food, 

stylish pool lounging, 

and stunning views, in 

furthering one’s 

hedonistic 

experience. The spa 

itself is elegantly 

designed and offers 

world class treatments.  

 

 

http://www.pomegranate-travel.com/


                                                                 
  

 
www.pomegranate-travel.com +972 54210 7652 info@pomegranate-travel.com 
 
 

Go North!  Summer is an ideal time to explore lesser known sites in the North of Israel, from 

historical wonders such as Nimrod Castle (pictured below), to touring along the Syrian 

border, gaining a deeper understanding into current events and what they mean for Israel.  

Itineraries will be tailored according to guests’ particular interests and preferences. 
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